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May 17: A faction of the rebel organization, Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path), distributed a flyer
in Ayacucho and Lima announcing a temporary indefinite suspension of "armed struggle," but
not the "ideological struggle." Among other things, the statement challenged the grounding of a
revolutionary movement on a personality cult based on Abimael Guzman, the founder and top
leader of Sendero Luminoso. The PCP-BASE flyer also questioned the personality cult surround
Sendero's top leader, Abimael Guzman. The flyer was apparently authored a "moderate" faction of
SL, the PCP-BASE.
Notimex identified the faction as the Ayacucho base (foundation) of the Peruvian Communist Party.
Experts on revolutionary groups in Peru say that despite claims to the contrary by various political
interests, the SL is split into two factions. A pro-military faction is headed by former professor
Abimael Guzman, founder and top leader of Sendero Luminoso; Osman Morote (imprisoned since
June 1988), and physician Julio Cesar Mezzich. The only discernible leader of the other "moderate"
or political faction is Augusta la Torre, Guzman's wife. Ms. Torre has apparently returned to
Peru after political exile in Sweden. [May 17 marked the 10th anniversary of Sendero Luminoso.
According to Interior Ministry figures, between May 17, 1980, and May 15, 1990, the rebels launched
17,466 attacks, resulting in 12,055 dead. Included among the dead are 6,855 rebels, 5,477 civilians, and
997 soldiers and police.]
May 18: According to military sources, four Sendero Luminoso rebels died in a clash with an
army patrol in Huanuco department, near the Pendencia bridge near Morena, 400 km. from Lima.
Several soldiers were wounded. Spokespersons for the military political command at Tingo Maria
(Huanuco) reported that on the previous Friday, May 11, 14 corpses were buried in a common grave
in the same area. On the same day, police reported that the bridge linking the capital city Huanuco
with Tingo Maria, Pucallpa and Tarapoto had been bombed.
Huanuco police reported that two women, mothers of 14 children among them, were shot to death
after suffering torture and rape by presumed guerrillas. The women were reportedly accused
of collaborating with the army. Police in Ayacucho said 10 persons were killed and another five
injured on May 16 during an assault on a boat by a presumed rebel column on the Apurimac river,
Ayacucho department. Aureo Zegarra, deputy of the Popular Action party (AP), asserted that
the government concocted the so-called Sendero Luminoso split. "It's a maneuver of the Interior
Ministry. Sendero does not act in way presented." Sen. Enrique Bernales, a scholar on the origins
of political violence in Peru, said he was certain the statement distributed in Ayacucho and Lima
was authentic. Sen. Gustavo Moh of the United Left (IU) said the temporary withdrawal from armed
struggle by the rebels "does not represent a setback in their strategy, because now Sendero...will
seek new contacts and popular support."
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May 20: Rebels occupied the Andina and Constitucion radio stations in Huancayo to transmit 15minute pre- recorded statements denying that the Sendero Luminoso had decided to temporarily
suspend the armed struggle. May 22: A guerrilla column, presumably pertaining to Sendero
Luminoso, attacked a rural extension office, 5 km. outside the city of Ayacucho. Five persons
were injured in a grenade explosion. The rebels reportedly abducted a student, whose body was
discovered later; he had been shot in the head. Pedro Caceres, an Aprista deputy, was shot to death
by four unidentified persons in Chepen, La Libertad, 550 km. north of Lima. May 23: National Police
spokespersons said seven rebels and a police captain died May 22 in a shoot-out in the Aurara
highlands, Lucanas province, Ayacucho department. Police also reported that a train carrying
mineral ore was derailed result of a dynamite explosion, 70 km. from Huancayo, Junin department.
There were no casualties. (Basic data from Notimex, 05/18/90; AFP, 05/18/90, 05/21/90, 05/23/90)
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